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DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

 

5 September 2013 

 

LATE OBSERVATION SHEET 

 

Item 4.1  - TPO No 05 of 2013 – 12 Farnaby Drive, Sevenoaks TN13 2LQ 

 

The owner’s agent Quaife Woodlands has a sent a further letter objecting to the serving of a 

TPO at 12 Farnaby Drive. I have reproduced this letter dated the 30 August 2013, which is 

appended to this Late Observation Sheet.   

 

I have provided comments in response Quaife Woodlands objections to the TPO as follows:  

  

A.  3. The appeal inspector visited 12 Farnaby Drive to assess this appeal tree 

unaccompanied as per recent changes to the appeal process. In the inspectors summing up, 

he refers to view points where the tree can be seen from. He must have therefore walked 

the immediate location to assess these viewpoints.  

  

The Quaife Woodlands letter appears to have misquoted the Planning Inspector over the 

public visibility of the tree, implying it just related to views from the garden.  The planning 

Inspector in paragraph 3 states: “The tree is visible from viewpoints to the northeast and 

southeast.” and “I consider that the tree adds to the landscape quality and visual amenity of 

the area”.  The Planning Inspector clearly considered that the tree contributed to the visual 

amenity of the area and was clearly visible from a number of public vantage points.  

  

B. 4. Comments noted. 

  

C.  7. Within the objection it is stated that “There is no record of any assessment of the 

tree whatsoever”. It is assumed that this reference is by SDC officers and not the appeal 

inspector. Tree officers have previously assessed this tree as part of previous proposals. Its 

condition and location are well known to them. A file document titled “justification for new 

TPO” is in fact on file and provides a basic description of the tree.  

  

Mr Jones has been quoted as stating that this tree will need to be managed by pruning for 

the rest of its life. This quote is true to a certain extent as all trees within an urban situation 

will need pruning at some stage in their life cycle. It is the extent of the required pruning that 

needs to be addressed and not the fact that at some stage it will require pruning. The 

location of this tree has space to grow and as such in time will create a more balanced 

shape. Issues such as dominance can be overcome by pruning techniques.  The extent of 

which I do not consider to be an unacceptable proposition. 

  

D. 8. Prior to the issue of excessive shade and dominance that this tree may cause in 

the future as it matures being raised. An amount of mature evergreen growth existed along 

this boundary between 12 & 14 Farnaby Drive. The large Conifer has already been referred 

to within the appeal inspectors report. It has also been noted that an additional mature 

Conifer still remains adjacent to the Oak tree. These trees have been in existence for many 

years with little or no issues being raised. One of the owners has been quoted as saying that 

the Conifer is liked as it provides screening between properties and the owner does not wish 

to remove it.   

  

E.  The site visit referred to was to assess the planning issues and the TPO issues both 

of which have been assessed as separate entities. At the final point of the meeting, the 
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proposal to replant a replacement tree was suggested. It was at this time stated that this 

proposal would be considered. It was not stated at any time that the proposal for a 

replacement tree would not be considered. It was in fact stated that the proposal could not 

be explored further prior to the committee date. This was due to other work commitments. 

Should the owner provide a more detailed proposal as new information rather than a final 

comment following a detailed meeting? This would then of course be looked at and a full 

response provided.  

  

I would also like to just reiterate that Members are not being asked to consider whether a 

replacement tree could possibly be acceptable, just whether or not the existing oak tree 

should have a TPO served on it.   

  

Officer’s Recommendation  remains unchanged – TPO to be confirmed. 

 

 

Item 5.1 – SE/13/01836/HOUSE  - 12 Fanaby Drive, Sevenoaks  TN13 2LQ 

 

Amendment 

 

1 Paragraph 16, bullet point three states: 

The foundations do not damage any of the roofs to the surrounding trees on your or 

my property; 

This should read: 

The foundations do not damage any of the roots to the surrounding trees on your or 

my property; 

Officer’s Recommendation  remains unchanged – Refuse. 

 

 

Item 5.2 – SE/13/01616/FUL – Knole Park Golf Club, Seal Hollow Road, Sevenoaks 

TN15 0HJ 

 

Further Information 

 

The applicants have confirmed that the scale of the practice tee will be 400m2, the practice 

putting green 450m2 and the practice chipping green 450m2.  

 

This does not exactly correspond with the scale of these sites as shown on drawing KPGC-p-

203, this drawing is intended only to show the landscaping scheme. 

 

Drawing KPGC-p-02 (Earthworks Plan) shows the three areas accurately to scale, and 

correspond with the scale outlined above, and in the submitted Design & Access statement. 

 

It should also be noted that there is a typographical error in paragraph 61, which should 

read ‘there are no longer any local plan policies….’ in the first sentence. 

 

Officer’s Recommendation  remains unchanged – Grant. 
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Item 5.3 – SE/13/01770/OUT – The New Inn, 75 St Johns Hill, Sevenoaks TN13 3NY 

 
Further Information 
 
Paragraph 84 makes reference to annual car parking permits being secured for the 
residents of the development. To clarify, the s106 secures the provision of 1 annual car 
parking permit per unit (one year only). This is intended to raise awareness of the car 
park to future tenants.  
 
Officer’s Recommendation  remains unchanged – Grant.  
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Letter from Quaife Woodlands  30th August 2013 -  Appendix 1 
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